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This passage picks up with the second of Paul’s questions with which he ended chap-
ter 3—namely, “Is he the God of the Jews only? Is he not also of the Gentiles?” (3:29) His initial
answer was brief and to the point, “Yes, of the Gentiles also: Seeing it is one God, which shall
justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith.” This question and its an-
swer deal with what we might call the impartiality of the gospel. In 3:22-23, Paul told us that
the “righteousness of God which is by faith in Jesus Christ” is for “all and upon all them that
believe: for there is no difference: for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God...” In
other words, even as all have sinned, so anyone may be saved through faith in Jesus Christ.

In continuing his appeal to Abraham which we began to look at last week, Paul how
moves in 4:9 from the means whereby Abraham received the promise and was counted right-
eous by God, to the moment when it happened. As we looked at last week, Abraham becomes
the ‘rule’ so to speak for Jew and Gentile as regards the manner in which he was made right-
eous. Paul will say at the end of chapter 4, “Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it
was imputed to him; but for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead...” (4:23-24) But now the chronology of exactly when
Abraham was justified by faith also becomes significant for Jew and Gentile alike.

The third major event in Abraham’s life after his calling out of Ur (Gen. 12) and his
justification (Gen. 15), was the institution of the rite of circumcision by God for Abraham and
all his offspring after him. This was to be “a token of the covenant” between them (Gen.
17:11). Here in chapter 4 of Romans, Paul looks at circumcision in two lights — one, as the dis-
tinguishing mark of those descendants of Abraham’s who were given the Law. Elsewhere, in
Galatians 3:10, Paul says that the one who becomes circumcised “is a debtor to do the whole
law.” But Paul backs us up to the moment it was given, and argues that it was initially a sign of
the righteousness which had already been credited to Abraham on account of his faith! Hence,
that circumcision itself neither added to nor detracted from his standing before God, it simply
attested to it. Thus, as Paul concludes, circumcision itself does not entitle anyone to the prom-
ise nor to justification — rather, faith continues to be the key. Therefore, neither circumcision
nor uncircumcision defines a child of Abraham, but faith alone. In fact, Paul argues that if cir-
cumcision was really the key, and therefore the keeping of the Law the central basis of right-
eousness, then not only would all of his teaching concerning the gospel up to this point be rub-
bish, but the promise would be meaningless — because the Law does not remedy sin, it reveals
it. And so, by the Law, there would be no “blessing” through Abraham and his seed, only wrath
against sin.

So Paul says that justification is by faith precisely so that it might come by grace — as
we discussed last week, if even the smallest fraction of works are considered, the reward is no
longer a free gift but wages that are due us. However, according to chapter 3, the only thing
we can merit is wrath because we fall utterly short of God’s standard. Hence, faith is the only
way we can receive what we did not, and cannot, earn. And this, 4:16 tells us, means that the
promise of Abraham, the promise of “blessing”, is sure and certain for all his offspring — that is,
all who are his children by faith in his God — because the blessing rests not upon our merit but
upon Jesus’!

Vv. 17b-22 give us a brief account of just what the substance of Abraham’s faith was.
Vv. 23-25 then conclude the chapter with personal application — that the example of Abraham
and God’s proclamation concerning him and his faith, was not written only for Abraham’s sake,
but also for ours. We too, upon these grounds, may be “fully persuaded” that righteousness
shall be imputed to us even as to Abraham... and this, by faith resting upon the death and res-
urrection of Jesus Christ.
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If you are new or visiting; a
special warm welcome to you.
We trust you enjoy your time
with us.

Today we will behaving  com-
munion. If it isyour practice to par-
ticipate in this we welcome you to
join with usin celebrating the
Lord's Supper. If thisisnot your
custom or if you are unsure of what
to do please just pass the emblems
(bread and wine) to the person next
to you.

Today
- Speaker Andrew Stopyra
- JCF 5.00pm

Next Sunday; Blair Wells

Brian & Vicky Wells commende
to Jewish Evangelism from Ru
land St Church Christchurch «
Lincoln Road Bible Chapel Auck
land. The Wells' have worked i
many countries! NZ the majority ¢
the time. The main emphasis ha
always been "Sharing the New Lif
in Messiah Jesus with the Jew
and allowing the Lord to do Hi
work.

Thursday Kidz Club
6:00 - 8:00 pm
7 - 12 year olds
Ph: Allan Maguire - 4767197

Please note earlier time of 6.00pr
as it is ‘Beach Night'.
Prayer

Please continue to pray for John & Rache
Zambia. John has returned to Kalene fror
hospital in South Africa. He has anothe
month of intravenous antibiotics to complet
the course. Pray the treatment will be e
fective and he will soon be back to fu
health.

Graeme & Rachel Fleming, Philippines
would appreciate prayer for Graeme as h
has a lot of lectures and sermons to pre
pare, but his translation responsibilities ar
not allowing enough time for adequat
preparation.

Vivienne Harland, Fiji, would like you t
join with her in praising the Lord for the wa
he is working among the older deaf boys
Prayer would be valued regarding the nee
for land near Suva to build a hostel and t
plant food to feed the hostel childrer
Vivienne is feeling much better and th
doctors are amazed. One doctor con
mented “It must be God!” Thank you fc
your prayers in regards to Vivienne’s healtt
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Dr Arnold Fruchtenbaum

Genesis Ch 1:1 -11:9
Literal and Unexpurgated

These chapters of this foundational bock tell us of Creation, The Fall, The Flood and The Mations,
the beginning of the Human Race, The Origins of the World and The Nations in general. It relates
the Edenic, Adamic, and Meahic Covenants between God and man.

Dr Arnold Fruchtenbaum, leading Messianic Jewish theologian, author, t2acher and founder of
Arial Ministriss, and has recently completed his detailed Bible commentary on The Book of Genasis.
It's exposition is from a Messianic Jewish perspective and recognises the Bcok as literal and in this

series he will show why and what it clearly teaches.

At Cornerstone Church
All Saints Church Hall

785 Cumberland Strest
Cunedin

On Thu 19 March 7.00 - 7.50, 810 - 2.00pm
Fri 20 March 7.00 - 7.50, 8.10 - 9.00pm
Sat 21 March 7.00-7.50, 810 -9.00pm

Sun 22 March 7.00 - 7.50, 810 - 9.00pm

Also Sunday 22 10.00am - Psalm 90 - Teach us to number our days.

Contact Ross Petligrew 03 4728887

Cutlines are provided and a free will offering will be taken at all sessions.

Ariel New Zealand Office

PO Box 42149 Orakei 1745 Auckland
Phone: 09 523 4053 Fax: 09523 4032

Email: info@ariel org.nz Web: www.ariel.org.nz

‘Be diligant to prasent yourselves approved to God as a workman who doss not need to be

NOTICES
Promotion material relating to this year's Alpha Course is now available including a catalogue of the various Alpha Type
Courses available - see Alan Knight
Bible League NZ Annual Ministry Report is now available, see poster and reports on notice board and church table.
Promotional Letter relating to the next 40 hour famine is available - see Alan Knight.
Promise Keepers flyer - see notice board.
Creation Ministries "Update’ catalogue and request for funding - see notice board.

Secret Encouragers: We will be revealing the identities of your current Secret Encourager in March, and starting all
over again for the next year. Please be keeping your "Secret Encouragee" in your prayers, and be planning to meet your
own Secret Encourager next month.

Any notices for the church newd etter should be sent to Ron Jack at r on@sclsolutions.com or call 467-2024
befor e Thursday night!
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