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Revision of what we have learned so far.

The book of Romans is about the the gospel - the good news

1:16 For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

Remember that the gospel is a message revealed by God not thought up by men and from His view-
point it is good news that men and women who deserve punishment have been provided with a
means of escaping his wrath.

Chapter 1 The position of the Natural man who deliberately and totally ignores the Creator God and
the consequences of such action.

Chapter 2 The position of the moral man who believes there is a God to whom he is answerable but
measuring himself against others, believes his works will be good enough to please God He does not
realise however the standard of absolute perfection that God demands and that Gods present for-
bearance in not judging instantly is to give men the chance to repent.

Chapter 3 Even Jews, the people who had been given the scriptures, and so knew the will of God
were under His wrath because knowing his will did not mean they had the desire or power to do it.
They were as wicked and rebellious as everyone else and knowing the law only condemned them.
The way of justification is described, Christ's perfect righteousness imputed to us and the judgment
of our sins laid on him. God's justice and mercy both satisfied by what Christ did.

Chapter 4 Abraham was considered righteous by God not by obedience to the Law but by faith in the
promises of God that he would be the father of a multitude of people even though he was old and his
wife barren. Circumcision was actually seal of the righteousness that comes by faith, not a covenant
of of works. Righteousness is imputed to all who trust in Christ, “if we believe on him that raised up
Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justi-
fication”.

Chapter 5 Paul now turns to the subject of Assurance — how we can know that this is all true, that we
are saved despite our sin and that God will keep his promises. How we can know that we are saved.
The He covers this subject in chapters 5 to 8 as we shall see, though in chapters 6 and 7 he also deals
with two questions raised by this teaching.

Chapter 6 Paul deals with the issue of antinomianism. “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in
sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?"
The most frequent attack on the doctrine of salvation by grace alone is that it encourages sin. People
may wonder, “If | am saved by grace and all my sins are forgiven, why not sin all | want?” That think-
ing is not the result of true conversion because true conversion yields a greater desire to obey, not a
lesser one. God’s desire—and our desire when we are regenerated by His Spirit—is that we strive to
not sin, out of gratitude for His grace and forgiveness.

Chapter 7 Paul deals with the law showing that it was not useless or unnecessary but that its purpose
was never to save us or sanctify us but to show our need for salvation and our complete inability to
achieve it. Its whole purpose was to 'bring us to Christ'(Gal 3.24)

Romans 5 — Paul now turns to the subject of assurance

Assurance comes about by seeing Christian behaviour described in the Bible and saying 'that's me'
Verses 1 to 5 - Paul summarizes the effect of justification

Its cause “Having been justified”. A one time act. It is a legal term we have been declared right-

eous. It occurs when we believe the word of God, that is that we deserve wrath because of our sin,
our works cannot appease that wrath, but Christ has borne our sins on the cross. This faith is not an
intellectual assent to the 'facts' of the gospel. But a whole hearted trust in Christ that results in a
change in our behaviour.

Its consequences

Verse 1. Justification brings us peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

There is war between God and man

God is justifiably angry at our rebellion and disobedience.

Anything other than perfect obedience to his precepts is disobedience, not just what we do but what
we neglect to do. His justice means he cannot ignore this disobedience but sin must be punished.
This disobedience is not through ignorance but deliberate, we choose to act against what we know is
his will for his law is written on our consciences. Thus we are deliberate rebels.

We are equally at war with God, we do not want his rule over us, we are hostile towards him. Not
that men are irreligious but they do not want the God of the Bible. The result is that men hate and
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fear God thinking he is some terrible tyrant. eg. Richard Dawkin's descriptions of God

Men fear death knowing that after it is the judgement and we have no real peace.

Isaiah 57:20 But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire
and dirt. 21 There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.

All of human activity is to try to find peace but there is none.

Peace can only be found through the Lord Jesus Christ

My mind becomes at peace when | see how God's justice and mercy can be both satisfied. | don't have to
hope that all will be well. | can see how God has done it. | see Christ's perfect life fulfilling all the require-
ments of the Law on my behalf and also his bearing the punishment of my sin

Justification also makes me certain that God loves me and looks on me with favour so that no matter
what may happen to me | can rest in that truth.

Justification also brings peace to my guilty conscience. As | look at myself | see the corruption still evident
in my heart and like Paul | cry Ro 7:19 For the good that | will to do, | do not do; but the evil | will not to
do, that | practice. yet there is no condemnation for as Watts wrote in his hymn

Justification delivers us from the accusations of the devil who seeks to condemn us by reminding us of
our sins and destroy our peace. It reminds us that we are accepted not because of what we do our have
done but because we are clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

Ro 8:1 9 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk
according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit

Do you have such assurance or just a hope that it will be so and that all will be alright.

Verse 2 Justification bring us the favour of God and fellowship with him

When Adam fell he lost the favour of God and the privilege of fellowship with him and fallen mankind has
been shut out from that privilege ever since.

But by justification, we have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ and we are accepted in the Be-
loved. It is only through the Lord Jesus Christ and faith in him that we can draw near.

Joh 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but
by me.

Justification also gives us the assurance of future glorification — that is we will be fully changed into his
likeness and become like Christ.

We are even now sons and daughters of God if we are justified and he is restoring his image in us, though
our bodies are still decaying and sin still dwells in us clouding that transformation. But one day we will
bear his image without blemish in new bodies as John writes in 1Jo 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of
God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be
like him; for we shall see him as he is.

Justification is the guarantee that God will finish the work he has begun in us

Verse 3 to 5 Those who are truly justified will endure to the end and will rejoice in God's dealings with
them to bring them to maturity

The scriptures clearly teach that God's purpose now with those he has saved is to prepare them for eter-
nity with him, to bring them to maturity and all of his dealings with us are to that end.

Verse 3 The truly justified rejoice in tribulations, that is we rejoice in the difficulties and trials that come
upon us and the reason for this rejoicing is that we see that God is dealing with us as his children
(Hebrews 12) These trials produce patience in us — faith and patience inherits the promises — God tests
us to see if we will wait in quiet trust

Verse 4 Patience produces endurance — he that endures to the end will be saved - if we give up it shows
that our faith was not genuine — we are constant warned to keep going — there are only two alternatives
going on or going out. Endurance in turn produces a confident hope in Gods promises.

Verse 5 That hope or confidence let us down, we will not be shown up or made to blush or be shamed by
trusting in something that did not come to pass. This confident trust is the result of God's love being
poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit whom God has given us.

Next time we will look at the reasons the chapter gives about why we can have this sure hope
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NOTICES

Secret Encouragers: We will be revealing the names of the person who has been encouraging you, plus letting the
one you've been encouraging find out your name! Please save the afternoon of 29 March. Afternoon tea at Laura
Hannah's, 11 Carlton St., N.E. Valley, 3:30 p.m. We'll also be starting all over again for a new year. Details to fol-

low.

Bible League of New Zealand Ministry Annual Report is now available, see poster and reports on the notice board

and church table.
Rhema Broadcasting material and request for funding — see notice board.

Making of Disciples Ministry (MODM) series are being held at the Gore Christian Fellowship, Ardwick Street
4.00pm Sat 21st March 2009; Speaker: Mr Paul Gay of Invercargill: Topic, Creation VS Evolution. Please also diary
these other three dates, 23rd May; 1st August, 17th October 09. The poster containing this information is on the

notice board and there are fliers on the church table.

Any notices for the church newdl etter should be sent to Ron Jack at r on@sclsolutions.com or call 467-2024

before Thursday night!
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