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Introduction to Romans 

John Hannah 
 

OVERVIEW to the BOOK of ROMANS 
(Romans 1: 1-7) 

 
This epistle has probably played a more important part in church history than any 
other single book in the New Testament (NT).  It was this book: 

That led directly to the conversion of St Augustine of Hippo about 390 AD.  
The Pelegian heresy of the day was refuted and demolished by Augustine 
through the exposition of this epistle. 

That was used of God in the conversion of Martin Luther, which then led to 
the beginning of the Protestant Reformation.   

That together with the Epistle to Galatians and Martin Luther’s commentaries 
led to the conversion of John Bunyan, the author of Pilgrim’s progress. 

That the Scotsman, Robert Haldane, expounded to start a remarkable evan-
gelical movement at the start of the 19th century that swept through Swit-
zerland, France and Holland. 

 
It has been said that if Galatians is the magna carta of the gospel, Romans is its con-
stitution.  It is a book, once described by Martin Luther as, “The chief book of the NT 
--- It deserves to be known by heart, word for word, by every Christian”. 
 
The Author:   Ch. 1:1 – the Apostle Paul.   
 
Time and Place of Writing:  During AD 57 or 58, while Paul was in Corinth during his 
3rd missionary journey.  For the context, see Acts 19:21; 20:1-5.  Paul is on the eve of 
his departure for Jerusalem.  Why Corinth? 

Note the special mention of Phoebe (Ch.16), a deaconess at Cnechrae – the 
east harbour of Corinth. 

In Rom 16:23, Giaus and Erastus are mentioned, both residents of Corinth 
(c.f., II Tim.4:20 and I Cor.1:14). 

 
Purpose in Writing:  Not mentioned explicitly although the context suggests three rea-
sons. 
 To let the church in Rome know of his intention to come (1:10-15; 15:22-33) and 

urge their support 
 To address crucial issues in the Jew versus Gentile debate. 
Possibly to lay a theological foundation for a church that was becoming the gateway 

to the westward spread of the gospel.  
 
The Theme:  The phrase in Habbakuk 2:4, “The righteous shall live by faith” is the 
key to 3 NT books: 
 Romans - where the theme = “righteousness” 
 Galatians - where the theme = “faith” 
 Hebrews - where the theme = “living” 
 
Structure: 
 Introduction (1:1 – 17) 
  Righteousness – Revealed in Salvation (1:18 – 8:39).   
 Doctrinal in emphasis. 
  Righteousness – Revealed in Sovereignty (9:1 – 11:36)  Na-
tional in emphasis 
  Righteousness – Revealed in Service (12:1 – 15:13) 

 
Today  

• John Hannah 
• JCF 5.00pm 

 
Creation Evangelism 
Every Sunday evening, 6pm pot luck 
tea at the Symons followed by a 
Creation Evangelism video. Partly 
training and introductory material. 
See Noel for details. 
 
Youth Group 
There will be no Youth Group on 
3/10/08 due to the holidays.  
 
Thursday Kids Club   

There will be  no Kidz Club on 
2/10/08 and 9/10/08 due to the 
holidays. 
 

Next Week 
 

• Sunday Peter Jackson. Herald 
of Hope. 

 
 

Crèche Roster  
 

• October 5, Catherine Pettigrew 
• October 12, Rosie Pettigrew 
 
 

Prayer  
 

Ron Diprose, Italy has left for 
Romania where he will be giving 
12 lectures at the National Con-
ference of Brethren Assemblies, 
on the subject of Israelology. 
 
Please pray for health and safety 
while on this trip. 

 
If you are new or visiting; a 

special warm welcome to you. 
We trust you enjoy your time 

with us. 
 

Today we will be having      com-
munion. If it is your practice to par-
ticipate in this we welcome you to 

join with us in celebrating the 
Lord’s Supper. If this is not your 

custom or if you are unsure of what 
to do please just pass the emblems 
(bread and wine) to the person next 

to you. 

http://www.CORNERSTONECITY.ORG.NZ


Any notices for the church newsletter should be sent to Ron Jack at ron@sclsolutions.com or call 467-2024 
before Thursday night!  

 Practical in emphasis 
 Concluding Comments (15:14 – 16:27) 
 
Key Verses:  Rom. 1:16,17 
 
Paul’s Mission (v 1 – 7) 

A.  The Mission Statement (v.1):  “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an 
apostle and set apart for the gospel of God”.   Note the sequence, first, a servant 
(hand-slave), then an apostle.  Servant hood is the common duty of all believers 
(c.f., Mk 10:43-45).  For Paul, it was servant hood by duty but apostleship by direc-
tion.  His call had divine origins - he was neither self-appointed nor chosen by man.  
He was set apart for one primary purpose – to advance the gospel. 

 
The Mission Focus (v.2-4):  “his Son --- Jesus Chris our Lord”.   Note, this is not 

a NT innovation, but an OT culmination.   Jesus Christ is foreshadowed in the 
OT and revealed in the NT.  

 
The Mission Purpose (v.5,6):  “to call people from among all the Gentiles to the 

obedience that comes from faith”  
 

A Greeting from the Missioner  “To all in Rome ---- Grace and peace”  We are all called to be saints, i.e., to 
live clean and morally pure lives given over to the service of  the Lord.  Note that grace precedes peace.  
Many want the peace of God but  refuse to accept the grace of God.  It is not possible to have one without 
the other. 

Small Groups 
 

Tuesday 
• Ladies Home Group - see  

Laura Hannah 473-7954  
 
 

• Central Home Group - see Steve 
Clark 479-2070  
 
 

• Brockville Home Group - see  
Geoffrey Stewart 476-7888 

• Town Home Groups - see  
Dave Smeaton 477-2110  

   

Thursday 
 

• JCF Home Group - see Gideon 
Chang 488-2118 

 

Friday 
• Friday morning Home Group - see 

Bethney Stewart 476-7888 
 
 

Prayer Groups 
 

Thursday 
• All Saints main church building from 

5:15pm 
 

Sunday 
• All Saints Hall from 9am  

NOTICES 
• Peter Jackson from the "Herald of Hope" will hold meetings at Queens Drive Gospel Hall in South Dunedin next 

week on Bible Prophecy Friday 7.30pm The Olivet Discourse Saturday 7.30pm Will Babylon be rebuilt? Sunday 
2.30pm What lies ahead for the church? 

• Noel & Maryanne wish to invite all at Cornerstone fellowship to Rebekah & Hone's Wedding and afternoon tea at 
the performing Arts Centre Bayview road Dunedin. 18th Oct 1pm. 

• Poster and flyer advertising a coffee and desert evening by the Bible Society New Zealand;  Speaker Mark 
Brown CEO, Venue: Caversham Baptist Church Friday 17 October at 7.00pm.   RSVP 10 October to Chris Serong 
Ph 487 8520, or Stephen White Ph 487 8177. 

• At 1:30pm on 2nd November 2008 at the Youth Hall in Wray Street the AGM of the Cornerstone Wray Street 
Trust will be held. As a member of the church you are welcome and encouraged to attend. 
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