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JACOB:  HIS  LIFE IN HARAN 

Part I  (Genesis 29:1 – 30) 
 

INTRODUCTION  
Best Bible chronology suggests that Jacob was 77 yrs old when he arrived in Paddan 

Aram (the region around Haran).  We know that Isaac was 60 when Jacob and Esau 

were born (Ch.25:26), that Isaac was sufficiently old that he had lost his sight (Ch.27) 

and that Isaac lived 180 years (Gen.35:28).   We also know that Jacob was in Paddan 

Aram for about 20 years and that Isaac died after Jacob returned to Caanan (Gen.35). 
 

 

HIS ARRIVAL (29:1-14) 

When Jacob arrives in the region of Haran “the land of the Eastern peoples”, he sees 

a well in a field and three flocks of sheep.  This seems unusual for flocks were nor-

mally gathered at night for mutual protection, not during the middle of the day (v.7).  

It so happens the shepherds were from Haran and knew Laban, Nahor’s grandson.  

Even as he is talking to them, Rachel, his cousin arrives with her flock of sheep.  We 

notice two things: 

The providential timing of Rachel’s arrival.  All of life is an intricate 

weave of providential events.  We know: 

That the hairs on our head are numbered (Matt.10:30). 

That the Lord knows our innermost thoughts, our going out 

and our coming in (Ps.139:1-4). 

For those who love the Lord and who are called according to 

His purpose, all things work together for their good 

(Rom.8:28).  

Do we believe that all the events of life fall within the realm of God’s 

providential circumstances?   
 

Jacob’s unusual reaction to this meeting – he, “began to weep aloud”.  

The sense here is of an outpouring of relief and gratitude.  Was this 

not a fulfilment of the promise made by God in 28:15?   Jacob, the 

deceiver, deserving of nothing, has providentially been directed by 

the Lord to the one whom he will ultimately love and marry.  Despite 

his own failings he sees the goodness of God and His faithfulness to 

His promises.   
 

 

HIS MARRAGE (29:15-30) 

After a month with Laban, Jacob and Laban talk business.  “Just because you are a 

relative ---- what should your wages be” (v.15).  It is helpful to remember that Jacob 

was:  (a) the son of a wealthy man, (b) was a man of the tents (25:27) and, (c) that he 

arrived with nothing.  Here is a man used to being served, reduced from a position of 

privilege to the position of a servant.   
 

Laban has two daughters, one with “weak” eyes (Leah) and the other (Rachel) who is 

particularly beautiful.  The Hebrew word used for “weak” is “rak”.  In every other 

context (e.g., Gen.18:7; 33:13) in which it is used it carries the meaning of “tender” 

or “frail”.  Nowhere is it used in a demeaning way.  Leah was a person with gentle 

eyes!    
 

“I’ll work for you seven years in return for your youngest daughter Rachel” (v.18).  
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Prayer  
  
Shane & Rene Wildermoth, Phil-
ippines, would like prayer for the 
upcoming mission month starting 
on Sunday. This kicks off with a 
film outreach evening using a taga-
log film called “666 is real”. 

 
Ron & Eunice Diprose, Italy, re-
quest prayer for the process of 
enrolling new students into the Ital-
ian Bible Institute for next Septem-
ber. They are praying for ten new 
students, along with the returning 
students, but will require extra 
space for classrooms and other 
facilities to cater for this. 
Please pray that permission will be 
given to build on the adjacent prop-
erty over the next few months and 
that funds will be raised for this 
project. 

 

If you are new or visiting; a 

special warm welcome to you. 

We trust you enjoy your time 

with us. 
 

Today we will be having      com-

munion. If it is your practice to par-

ticipate in this we welcome you to 

join with us in celebrating the 

Lord’s Supper. If this is not your 

custom or if you are unsure of what 

to do please just pass the emblems 

(bread and wine) to the person next 

to you. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any notices for the church newsletter should be sent to Ron Jack at ron@sclsolutions.com or call 467-2024 

We observe two things: 

(1)  Jacob had left home with nothing and could not afford the normal dowry.  The 

seven years of work was his dowry!  Contrast this arrangement with that between Isaac and 

Rebekkah where Abraham paid the necessary dowry to obtain Rebekkah.  Already Jacob 

begins to pay the price for his earlier deception.   
 

 (2)  That Jacob, out of love, was willing to become a servant for seven years in or-

der to redeem or buy Rachel.  Recall Phil. 2:5-8. 
 

Consider the events in (v.21–27). 

Were Rachel and Leah complicit in this deception?  Yes, but in the culture of the 

day, the father was a person of absolute authority. 

The bride would be veiled and not readily identified at night.   

The event was very public, a seven day feast – there was no return. 

The giving of a servant girl with the bride (v.24,29) was a wedding custom typically 

found in old Babylonian wedding contracts. 

“It is not our custom—“.  A poor excuse made to cover deception.  Laban’s real 

character is revealed. 
 

Most importantly, the deceiver has become the deceived!!  Xref. Gal. 6:7,8 - The laws of the 

harvest apply. 

We reap what we sow.  Jacob, who had tried to gain the benefits of the firstborn, now receives 

the firstborn. 

We reap in the same kind as we sow.  Jacob switched himself for Esau, now Laban switches 

Leah for Rachel. 

We reap more than we sow.  Jacob had used deception to obtain his father’s blessing.  Now he 

has to serve for 14 years in order to gain the woman he loves plus he has to live the remainder 

of his life with a woman he doesn’t love. 

 

The consequences of Jacob’s deception went far beyond anything that he might have imagined.  Yet God, in His 

Small Groups 
 

Tuesday 
• Ladies Home Group - see  

Laura Hannah 473-7954  
 
 

• Central Home Group - see Steve 
Clark 479-2070  
 

 

• Brockville Home Group - see  
Geoffrey Stewart 476-7888 

• Town Home Groups - see  
Dave Smeaton 021-160-9991 

   

Thursday 
 

• JCF Home Group - see Gideon 
Chang 488-2118 

 

Friday 
• Friday morning Home Group - see 

Bethney Stewart 476-7888 
 
 

Prayer Groups 
 

Thursday 
• All Saints main church building from 

5:15pm 
 

Sunday 

• All Saints Hall from 8:30am  

NOTICES 
⇒ Slavic Gospel Association 'Focus' magazine of outreach in Russia. 

⇒ Newsletter from Roger Osbaldiston, National Director of Tandem (Student Life) Ministries advertising 'Five Partner' 
Evenings in Dunedin at the Hutton Theatre 14 May at 7.30 pm. RSVP by 1 May to Margaret Knight ph 0508 826 336 or 
email: margaret.knight@tandem.org.nz  

⇒ MAF 'Flying for Life' newsletter plus 'News' (Australian Activities) plus prayer diary. See Alan Knight if interested. 

⇒ Ireland Outreach International newsletter see notice board. 

⇒ FEBC 'Voice of Friendship' magazine plus request for funding see notice board. 

⇒ MAF 'News' (African) magazine plus prayer diary see Alan Knight if interested. 

⇒ Please go to the notice board to see a photograph of a scooter for a disabled Wycliffe Bible Translator which you all 
helped to purchase for a Mingmar Sherpa in Nepal. 

⇒ A call to prayer. Friday mornings women's Bible study meets in the crèche at 10am each Friday. With several of our 
members overseas or away for a while we are pausing in our book study and dedicating our time to prayer  for 
things  personal, local, national and international. All welcome to come and bring their petitions or if you cannot be 
there feel free to ring and ask for your need to be prayed for. Questions? ring Bethney 4767888 


