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INTRODUCTION

Isaac was 40 years old when he married Rebekah. By this time Abraham is 139 years of age
and, in the words of Gen.24:1, is “old and well advanced in years”. After Sarah’s death
Abraham remarries (25:1).

Rebekah, after 19 years of marriage, has been unable to have any children. Isaac, aware of
God’s covenant to his father, which has been confirmed to him (26:3,4), knew that if this
promise was to be kept then he would have to have physical descendents. Note the contrast
between Abraham and Isaac:
Abraham

- manufactures his own solution

- works

- unsatisfactory outcome

Isaac
- awaits God’s solution
- prays
- satisfactory outcome

BIRTH ORDER DECREED (25: 19-26) God’s Sovereign Choice

In direct answer to Isaac’s prayer, Rebekah conceives. As the pregnancy progresses, there
seems to be unusual movement and discomfort in the womb so Rebekah inquires of the Lord.
The answer is not only surprising (“swo nations are in your womb”’), but marks a new insight
into God’s intentions ( “the older will serve the younger”) — something that was contrary to
Near Eastern custom.

An explanation of this passage is found in Romans 9:10-13 - a section of scripture that deals
with the absolute sovereignty of God over the affairs of men. We note:
That Esau and Jacob had the same father (they were equal in terms of line-
age)
Prior to their birth none of the elements of their character (good or bad)
were known or had been revealed. They were thus morally equal.

BUT in order that God’s redemptive purposes might stand Rebekah was told, “the older will
serve the younger”. God’s call is not on the basis of what we deserve (none of us deserve his
mercy), nor is it on the basis of what we have done (for we all fall short of his standard of per-
fection), but it is on the basis of His grace alone. The primary theological debate is the
grounds upon which this grace is extended. Is it because God foresaw a potential for faith, or
is it because God’s electing grace pre-disposed the will to respond to his call? Scripture does
not reveal the answer to this issue. However, it assures us that:

God is never unjust in his dealings with the human race, either collectively or indi-

vidually (Rom.9:14).
He desires that none should perish (II Pet 3:9) and that any who turn to him will be
saved (John 3:16).

He allows us to reap what we sow (Gal.6:7,8).

He is absolutely sovereign — his purposes will come to fruition.

There is a higher purpose far beyond that which we can see (Rom.11:33).
We should never deceive ourselves into thinking, (a) That some element of our character
made us attractive to God, or, (b) That our character is so bad that he can’t clean it completely.

BIRTHRIGHT DESPISED (25: 27-34)

We note the contrast between Esau and Jacob.
Esau

A skilful hunter - liked the open country

A taste for catching wild game

Loved by Isaac

Esau’s Sacrilegious Choice

Jacob
A quiet man who stayed among the tents
A taste for cooking
Loved by Rebekah

Normally the eldest son was rewarded with honour and given two shares in the family inheri-
tance rather than the single share given to each of the younger brothers — this was his birth-
right. Leadership of the clan and guardianship of its direction were his responsibilities.

If you are new or visiting; a
special warm welcome to you.
We trust you enjoy your time
with us.

Today we will be having  com-
munion. If it is your practice to par-
ticipate in this we welcome you to
join with us in celebrating the
Lord’s Supper. If this is not your
custom or if you are unsure of what
to do please just pass the emblems
(bread and wine) to the person next
to you.

Today
e Speaker John Hannah
e JCF 5.00pm

Friday Kids Club

e Kids Club for Year 3 - Year 7
Thursday 6:30pm - 7:30pm
Wray Street Youth Hall
For more information contact:-
Hamish Smith, (03) 4739547

Next Week
Sunday John Hannah

Creche Roster

e April 27 Sarah Mcllroy
Jennifer Pettigrew
May 4 Catherine Pettigrew
Ben Symons

Thursday 1st May

e Meeting to pray and plan for the
outreach opportunities. All Wel-
come, meet at the Symons, 211
Ravensbourne Road.

¢ |f you would like to assist with
the purchase of Bible for this
outreach please make an ear
marked gift in the collection.

Monday 4th May - Planning Meeting




Had Jacob set up a situation that might entice his brother? In Gen.27:36, Esau claims this to be so.
Jacob moves quickly to exploit his brother’s weakness and under oath, extracts the birthright due to
the oldest son. Heb. 12:16-18 gives a very clear summary of the significance of this event. Three
things stand out:

TAKEAWAYS

It was because of his godlessness that Esau threw away and despised the blessings that God
had given him. He counted them of little value. When the enormity of his folly be-
came clear later, it was too late to reclaim the blessing.

Esau was captured by uncontrolled desire — he lacked self discipline, c.f., Prov.5:22,23

Jacob was not short of guile and craftiness — qualities that would later come back to haunt
him.

1. God’s purposes are advanced by patient prayer not be precipitous action.

The potter (God) will mould the clay (us) as He sees best. His purposes are always wise
and advanced in love.

His grace can never be earned and can never be thwarted.

Godlessness and uncontrolled desire lead to the forfeit of God’s blessings.

NOTICES

1.

“Farewell to Jonathon and Debra and Jessica Gauntlett", Sunday 27th April everyone is invited to a potluck
lunch at Wray St chapel following the Sunday morning service. Please bring food and drink to share . Enquiries
or offers of help with the lunch details welcome. Ring Bethney 4767888

The contact and prayer list for the church is being updated: please see Laura Hannah to check if your de-
tails are correct before it is printed and distributed. If you are new and would like to be included, please add
your name and other info.

It's Secret Encourager time again! Recently hames were revealed from last year, and we're signing up for a new
year. All the women in the church - teenagers on up - are welcome and encouraged fo participate. You will be
given the name of someone to pray for and encourage throughout the year, and your name will be given to some-
one to do the same for you! Please see Catherine Pettigrew or Laura Hannah for a yellow form telling you all
about it. As you bless another, you'll find yourself blessed!

Any notices for the church newsletter should be sent to Ron Jack at ron@sclsolutions.com or call 467-2024
before Thursday night!




