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Overwhelme

Lessons from 11 Chronides 20:1-29

“We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon you” (v.12°)

INTRODUCTION

Following the death of Solomon (11 Chron. 9), Rehoboam was crowned King of Isragl. Dur-
ing the early years of his 17 year reign, Isragl split into two kingdoms - Judah and Benjamin
(in the South) versus the remaining tribes. It isrecorded of Rehoboam (as King of Judah), that
he* did evil because he had not set his heart on seeking the Lord” (11 Chron.12:14).

When Rehoboam died, his son, Abijah, reigned over Judah for three years. He, in turn, was
succeeded by his son, Asa, who reigned for 41 years. Asa’sreign was of two parts—thefirst
of trust and reliance on God and the second of sdlf-determination and brutal oppression of
some of the people.

Upon Asa’'s death, Jehoshaphat, his son, became king, ruling for 25 years. In his younger
years he walked faithfully before the Lord carrying out some important religious reforms. It
was probably about the middle of hisreign that the events of |1 Chronicles 20 occurred — per-
haps 120 years after the death of King David.

JUDAH'S PREDICAMENT (20: 1-4)

Peoples from Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir (nationsto the south and east of Israel) with a
“vagt” army came to make war upon Judah. By thetime news reached Jehoshophat, they were
already at En Gedi — about 50 km from Jerusalem. Ch. 18:16,17 tells usthat Jehoshaphat had
aformidable army of at least 1,160,000 fighting men, athough it was probably depleted fol -
lowing the military defeat recorded in Ch.18.

JEHOSHAPHAT'SPRAYER (20: 5-12)

1. ThePreamble (v.5-9). A reflection on:

The Character of God (v6). Thefocus hereison His omnipotence and power. In itsdaf
itisa gtatement of faith, recognising (a) that God has taken a personal interest in His people
(c.f., Matt.28:20), (b) that he rules over nations, and (c) His omnipotence and power.

The Grace of God (v.7). Not only had He driven out the inhabitants of the land giving it
forever, to Abraham'’ s descendents (Gen.15:18-21), but He had also called Abraham, “his
friend” (c.f., 1s.41:8).

The Words of God (v.8,9). Jehoshaphat remindsthe Lord of His promise of His blessing
upon His people should they obey Him c.f., Deut. 28:7.

The Problem (v.10,11)

The Edomites (descendents of Esau), were the very peoples that 650 years earlier, God had
not allowed Isragl to invade during their Exodus from Egypt (Num.20:14-21). Despite provo-
cation, Israel had turned away from their land and taken along and circuitous route through
the desert to reach the promised land.

ThePlea (v.12). “ O our God, will you not judge them?” What was the foundation for this
plea?

Power |essness
“For we have no power to face thisvast army that is attacking us’ . In the face of the circum-
stances confronting him, Jehoshaphat and all of Judah felt overwhelmed and powerless. They
were confronted with invasion of theland and a best davery and worst death. A modern ex-
ample occurred in 1948. Within a few hours of Isragl being declared an independent nation of
770,000 people, the United Arab League with a combined population of 150 million marched
againgt Israel, determined to, “push the Jews into the sea” .
In both cases, delivery could only occur by the power of God.

Do we ever fed overwhelmed by the circumstances confronting us, weak and powerlessin the
face of atsunami of the sruggles and problems of life?
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(b) Uncertainty
“We do not know what to do”. Not only was Judah confronted by this tsunami of forces
and circumstances, but they didn’t know what way to turn. Isthisnot so often true of us?

The Pledge
QTS but our eyes are upon you” . Herein isthe secret that lies at the heart of powerful

Christian living, a secret understood by the Apostle Paul in |1 Cor. 12: 9, 10 where God says
to him, “ My graceis sufficient for you for my power is made perfect in weakness® .

Thisis one of the paradoxes of the Christian life — weakness and uncertainty is actually the
source of great strength. Itisin great weakness, NOT strength, that the power of God is best
displayed. Itisin weaknessand dependence, NOT salf-sufficiency that God delightsto dis-
play hisgrace and power. The child of God, is called to alife of dependence upon God.

One of the great spiritua tragedies of modern western Chrigtianity is the building of our
independent little silos in which we feel secure. These silos are designed to shelter us from
the storms of life, whether they be issues of health, wealth or relationships. Then, when the
Lord dlows circumstances to shatter this security, the emotional turmoil isgreat. Aswe
reach the end of our tether, in desperation, we turn our eyes toward Him. However, rather
than do thisas afina act of desperation, the Lord calls usto live moment by moment in de-
pendence upon Him so that at any ingtant we can say, “but my eyes are upon you” , c.f., Ps.
62:8 and Matt. 6:28-33. Why pray? Because at itsvery heart prayer isan expression of de-
pendence upon God

Today, may we resolve to live with our eyes upon Him, trugting that His power will be made
perfect in our weakness.

NOTICES
1. Praise God for the safe arrival of Felix Adam Pettigrew, 8lb 8. Arrived Thursday, mother an baby doing well.

Any notices for the church newd etter should be sent to Ron Jack at r on@sclsolutions.com or call 467-2024
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